PROPOSED CLOSURE OF TRUCK 28

Historical perspective
An agreement was made between LAFD and S&S Homes to provide an alternative to installing sprinklers in homes that S&S was planning on building in the San Fernando Valley.  The alternative agreed upon was that S&S Homes would build a fire station and buy a full complement of apparatus for a Task Force configuration in lieu of sprinklers.  This would satisfy the concerns of the Bureau of Fire Prevention and Public Safety for Fire Code enforcement and mitigate the potential life loss in the event of a structure fire.  The area that S&S Homes was planning on building is in the San Fernando Valley north of the 118 Freeway.  This area was to be named “Porter Ranch”.

In February 1994, the construction of Fire Station 28 was completed and dedicated.
In October 8, 2000, LF 28 was placed into service.  

In January 2001, RA 828 was opened with two additional Firefighters.

In December 2008, RA 828 was staffed with two Heavy Equipment Operators, (HEO) who provide the LAFD with tow service for disabled Heavy Apparatus, clear brush fire roads and provide the apparatus maintenance for their Tractor Company and equipment.
The rationale for this transfer of HEO personnel was that RA 828 was one of the slower 800 RA’s and the impact of this closed 800 RA on a regular basis could be absorbed by surrounding RA’s.

Current operational procedures
LF 28 is the only Truck Company in the North/West part of the San Fernando Valley and serves the communities of Porter Ranch, Chatsworth & Northridge primarily.  It is adjacent to the 118 Fwy and is routinely used for the Jaws capability within Battalion 15.
LF 28 is the first-in Truck Company into 96’s district when E-96 is browned out and 

LF 96 assumes fire attack on a structure fire in their district.
On High Hazard Brush days, LF 28 has the flexibility to operate as a fully staffed Engine Company and open the Brush Patrol for a fast fire attack.  This is done on a routine basis and the capability of the Brush Patrol cannot be overemphasized.  It plays a vital role in our initial fire attack on a brush fire. 
LF 28 uses the Jaws on a routine basis.  
Most of the SFD structure fires in 28’s district are two stories but with the light weight construction and early failure rate, they are accessed with an aerial ladder due to the regard for Firefighter safety.  This has been a common practice from the original staffing of this fire station.

LF 28 is first-in to the largest underground storage of natural gas in the Western United States.  

The Porter Ranch area continues to grow daily as more homes are being built according to the Master Plan of S&S Homes.  Even though there is a housing decline, more and more homes and infrastructure are being built in this district.  Soon, this whole area will be developed and the needs of a Truck Company cannot be downplayed. 

RA 828 is routinely closed for HEO members to perform their Tractor duties.
Consequences of proposed closure
The closing of T-28 creates numerous concerns for both firefighter and civilian safety.
· Loss of flex staffing for Brush Patrol 28 for quick fire attack.
· Increased response time for the next in Truck companies from 10 to 15 minutes for structure fires.

· Increased response for Jaws run from 10 to 15 minutes.

· Reduction of Firefighter staffing levels by 33%

· Reduction of firefighters on scène to provide Search & Rescue in the event of a structure fire.

· RA 828 will still be routinely closed for HEO members to perform their Tractor duties resulting in loss of ambulance service in this Battalion.  This was not addressed in the new Deployment Plan.
Recommendations 
· Remove LF 28 from the new Deployment Plan
· Relocate personnel from an adjacent battalion that has not been impacted in the new Deployment Plan to staff LF 28.
